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Agency seeks options on N-waste disposal 
Tonawanda residents urged to find alternatives to sending material to Utah 

Last wek, the US. Department of 
Energy backed away Erom its efforts to. 
consolidate nuclear waste horn four 
Manhattan hojyt  sites in a cell along 
ihe Niagara Rwer. 

This week, it asked the local opposi- 
Lion to do Ibt same - back away from 
efforts to have all the waste t~ansportcd 
to Ulah. 

During r meeting Wednesday wilh 
residents and elected officials in the 
DOE'S Town of Tonawanda office, a 
DOE official asked Ihat botb sides 
m e  to the table for r fresh b k  at 
oplions. . 

"I will promise to open up  be pro- 
m s .  I ask you to come up wilb other 
alternatives than :ending it aU to Clivc, 

. (Utah)," said Ricbard Guimond, an ad- 
miral in the Public Health Service aml 

an oHicial from the DOEs'Offioe of 
Envirclnmcntal. Management ,, 

At issue is about S,OO(l tod of cop- 
taminsled waste from the. Manhartan. 
Rojxt a1 the Seaway Land61, two dd- 
Ashland Refmery properlies and .the 
fonner M e  Air Pmducls ,Corp:.plant.- 
in Tonawanb.. . . . . . . .. . 

The commu~ty, M by i . up if. 
elated offieids h & n  as ihe %~liori' 
Aginst Nudcrr Malerials in Tonawrn- 
da CANIT), oppcd' a DOE technical 
rtu 1 y tbat recommended combining' 
most of the w d e  l a storage fdcility 
om River Road. CANIT inrtead has 
pusbed for transporting the waste to 
rbe .Utah facility. . 

' The main concerns focused on 
health-related issue,, the env$onmrmtal, 
impact on the river and the !own's wa- 
terfront devclapment plans 

Gu'hond said the DOE will accept 
these "Ley valued' and asked the mm- 

munit). to recognize a major DOE con- 
cern: money. 

"We hrvetofiod a way to do this as 
inexpensi\iely as possible," Gulmond 

.hid, "Ii G take dl the materid from 
bere to Utab, why not do it for all t k  
sites ( a m a  the country)." 
. O u j d  said it uyuld cost an esti- 

mated $5 billion to tramport Manbat- 
tan Project w t c  at 44 sites natiamwide 
to a storage facility in Utab. 

"Keep in mind, we've got to fund a 
national program," he said. 

Legislator Chadcs M. Swanick, D. 
Towa of Tooawenda, strcbsed that 
thcre netds' to bc real input fmn the 
commuaity. 

"Unkn here is a true review of op. 
tions by other, 'outride of lhc DOE, 
we'll end up m the same siruation we 
had before,' he sajd 

"I hope consideralion is given to the 
neighban of this Ibing," said t o ~ l  rMi- 
dent Edmund Koval. 

Thc awe by DOE to lakc its rec- 
ommeadation off [be table derails a 

u *at would have nsulted in a 
ckhion on the doanup by oen 

fall. 

11 is still not dear exactly what h a p  
pens neat, said Guimoad, who noted 
the DOE vrill bpen a dialogue with the 
commclnity lo come up wirh a more i r ~  
chrsiw and a new tirne~ablc. 

ThW who spoke duridg public bear- 
ings or sent in comrnents on the arigl- 
nal DOE mmamendatioa will probab 
not @I ttspoaus. GubWnd said. A!/! 
moU 650 comments were rcbdved. 

Under the old process, the DOE 
would have had to answer caA one be- 
fore rnbPing a ha1 m r d  of decbim. 
Guimond said that is no longer ncces- 
sary, a l b u g h  he promised concerns 
would be addrcssed during the new 
analysis. 
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